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A Stitch In Time 

P r i nc e  E dw ar d  C o u nt y  Q u i l t e r s ’ G u i l d  

March 2022 

Spring Issue 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

It is now March 2022 and we are heading towards the 2nd anniversary of living with the effects and re-

strictions of Covid 19.  I am weary of it all, as I’m sure all of you are too.  I’m finding some small amount of 

solace in that I usually hunker down and ‘hibernate’ in the winter months, so this winter won’t be much 

different that way. However, I do want to feel more optimistic about our lives opening up much more once 

spring arrives.  We will see!  

I want to thank each member of the Executive Committee for all their hard work the past couple of months.  

Many were just learning about their committees for the first time, and others were continuing in their pre-

vious roles.  So much has been accomplished already, but we have much more planned for the coming 

months.   

The speakers that Barbara has lined up were, and will be, exceptional!  There will also be more workshops 

available to attend to learn new skills and techniques.  Colette has provided us with interesting and skill 

building Blocks of the Month.  Robyn is coordinating some great Challenges for us now that we have fin-

ished the outstanding ones from 2 years ago.  Sewing With Your Friends continues every 2 weeks for social-

izing and sewing.  Hanne has coordinated the donations of placemats and many quilts to the community 

and, hopefully, Comfort Quilts will be able to start up meeting again soon on a regular basis.  Christine is 

chairing the Raffle Quilt Committee, and we are well on the way to having another extraordinary quilt to 

offer to the public.  We unfortunately missed celebrating the Guild’s 35th anniversary last year, but Janet 

and Barbara are planning a special event for our June meeting.  There is a lot to look forward to, and you 

can read all about it here in the revamped newsletter that Lisa has created.  

If you haven’t yet rejoined attending our meetings, please do so. If you just want to hear the speaker, you 

can join at 7:30 pm on the meeting night. Of course, you can then stay for the Show and Share portion 

afterwards.  We are trying to keep the “boring” bits to a minimum, however, that information can be inter-

esting too! 

As always, if you have any suggestions, comments, or praise for one of our members, please send them on 

to me.  My praise this time around goes to Maggie for helping me navigate the rules of running a meeting, 

and to Sarah for providing us with exceptional minutes. 

Thank you, and hope to see you soon, 

Deelia  Johnson 
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REMEMBERING – JOAN O’NEILL 1927-2022 
FOUNDER OF PRINCE EDWARD COUNTY QUILTERS’ 

GUILD  
In 1985 Joan O’Neill and her husband Gerald arrived in Picton 
from Toronto where Joan had spent the previous 14 years pro-
fessionally arranging and staging Art & Craft shows. They pur-
chased the “Ginkgo Tree House” on Main Street. Sadly, Gerald 
died shortly thereafter, and Joan operated the “Ginkgo Tree 
House” for several years as a successful B&B. 
Joan had been quilting for many years and belonged to two 
guilds, Rouge Valley and Scarborough.  She was itching to 
start a Guild in the County and convinced 5 County quilters to 
jump on her bandwagon - Beth Hicks, Nina Hicks, Margaret 
Kerr, Ruth Geary and Mary Lou Norton who was the president 
of The Women’s Institute in Bloomfield and also the repre-
sentative for the Quinte region. 
These 6 women were the foundation of our Guild and they ini-
tially met at Joan’s kitchen table. Through Mary-Lou’s connec-
tion to the Women’s Institute, the group grew to 15-20 mem-
bers rather quickly and larger premises were then needed. 
Space was rented at the Edu-Centre on Stanley St in Bloom-
field and then eventually at Pinecrest School until 2016. They 
decided to call themselves the “Prince Edward County Quilters’ 
Guild”.  Mary-Lou was elected president and she opened a 
competition for the members to design a logo for the Guild and 
the winner was Jackie Adams whose logo we are still using. 
Joan was truly a child of the Depression. The “want not, waste 
not” frugality ran in her veins. Joan could do miracles with bits 
of fabric, no matter how small, and sooner or later it would ap-
pear in one of her creations.  She had an eye for colour and 
design and never used patterns. She loved handwork and her 
passion was 2-inch hexagons.   Over the years she must have 
made 1000s of them, always from just what was at hand, 
sewed them together and then miraculously a wonderful design 
would appear.  
Joan O’Neill together with Manson Slik created “The Festival of 
Trees”, a Christmas event to take place the last weekend in 
November. Fred Weeks, owner of Isaiah Tubbs Resort on 
West Lake, Bloomfield provided the premises for free. The first 
year there were 40 trees; but the event continued to grow over 
the years and now accommodates about 300 trees annually. It 
has become a mainstay in the County. Of course, Joan in-
volved the Guild in the Festival of Trees.   
In 2000 -The Centennial Show: Joan was very interested in 
quilt history, vintage and antique quilts, and the tools and props 
used by women in earlier times. The Guild decided to allocate 
a large section of the arena for such a display. A committee 
was struck including Joan, Shirley White and me.  Joan was in 
charge of staging. I asked for the loan of old quilts, preferably 
ones with a story to tell, and drove around to collect them. The 
display was fabulous!  Joan’s artistic talent was obvious  
throughout. Quilts were displayed as backgrounds and beside 
each quilt was a V-shaped photo stand. The left side had a 
photo of the quilt, the right side its story. These photo stands 
were presented to the owners upon the return of their quilts. 
We had quilts used for raising money during W.W.1 and 
W.W.2, depression quilts, family heirlooms and beautiful hand-
made crazy quilts. The entire antique display was a huge suc-
cess.   

Joan O‘Neill 1927-2022 

Founder of Prince Edward County Quilters’ 

Joan deserves to be remembered for 
the enormous contribution she made 
to the establishment of the guild. 
She was truly one of a kind. She will 
be missed. 
Submitted by: 
Greta Kristiansen, PECQG Historian 
 
Editor’s Note: This is an extract of 
the full article circulated to the mem-
bership by email. 

1996– Joan O’Neill receives her Lifetime  

Membership Award from Greta  

Kristiansen 
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Comfort Quilts - Robbie’s Comfort Quilt 

The call for a QUILTING BEE - came out from the Comfort Quilt Committee for 

THURSDAY FEBRUARY 24 - 9:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. for a very special quilt. The Guild 

was approached about gifting Robert Watson with a comfort quilt. Robert is a local 

eleven year-old Picton boy who is battling brain cancer and undergoing radiation 

treatment at CHEO. He is the great-grandson of the late Joan O’Neil, the founding 

member of the Guild. Robbie is a big hockey fan and played hockey before being 

stricken with cancer. So it seemed fitting to make Robbie a custom hockey comfort 

quilt. The Comfort Quilt Committee would like to gift Robert with a lap quilt which 

we hope will bring Robert warmth and comfort during this difficult time and also let 

his family know we are thinking of them.   

We chose a simple disappearing nine patch pattern and set about to put together a 

quilt top on our February comfort quilt workday. Many hands make light work and 

in 5 hours those Guild members who came to our workday were able to put togeth-

er the quilt top. Many thanks to Janet Reader-Day, Christine Hays, Colleen Young, 

Colleen Kelly, and Betty Beaumont who together with myself and with record speed 

and precision helped make this happen. Thank you as well to Marianne Sanders who 

quilted the top  and applied the binding. As a special touch, Christine Hays using the 

leftovers to sew a matching pillowcase for Robbie. 

The quilt was given to the Watson family on March 4th. Dad Jeremy and Robbie’s 

siblings are at home while Robbie and mom Abby are in Ottawa as he receives treat-

ment. As I write this, the plan was that Robbie and Abby would  come home for the 

weekend on a pass and hopefully he will receive his gift from PECQG. 

Thank you on behalf of the Comfort Quilt Committee! 

Hanne-Lise Simoes 

(Co-chair, Comfort Quilt Committee) 

What an amazing  accomplishment! 

Quilting Teamwork! 
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COMFORT QUILTS 

The Comfort Quilt Committee is happy to 

announce the restart of our Thursday 

workday at Bloomfield United Church! 

272 Bloomfield Main Street (Parking lot 

at the side of the church) 

Thursday March 31st  from 9:30 a.m. to 

2:30 p.m. 

Please bring your own sewing machine, 

thread, scissors. If you are looking for a 

project to work on for Comfort Quilts or 

need fabric or batting to start/finish a 

comfort quilt, we have those items avail-

able at the church. Or you can bring your 

own. 

You will also need to bring/wear a mask 

and any food or beverage you would like 

for the day. 

The restrictions allow up to 20 partici-

pants, so please advise Hanne 

at hannelisesimoes@mac.com or 647-

220-8381 if you plan on attending. As 

well, you will need to be double vaccinat-

ed to attend and there will be a sign in 

sheet. It is hard to tell these days with 

Omicron what is a simple cold or what 

may be COVID so if you feel at all out of 

the ordinary, please stay home and take 

care of yourself. 

Thank you, 

THE COMFORT QUILT COMMITTEE 

Brogan and Hanne delivered 4 bed sized quilts last month 
to Alternatives for Women. We hope they will bring comfort 
to women and their children seeking refuge. 

Charyl Galpin-Show and Share 
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At our November workday, Comfort Quilts was 

able to connect with Dorothy Fraleigh. You may 

recall, Dorothy unfortunately lost everything to a 

fire in her home in Bloomfield last year. We invited 

Dorothy to come to Bloomfield United Church on 

our workday and choose from three quilts for her 

bed. She immediately gravitated towards this quilt 

shown as blue is her favourite colour. This lovely 

quilt was made by Robyn Hardman. Thank you 

Robyn! 

We certainly hope that this beautiful quilt will 

bring Dorothy comfort and cheer in her temporary 

dwelling (she is staying with her sister) and then in 

her home once the extensive damage has been 

repaired. 

On December 9th, following one of our first snowfalls, Brogan and Hanne were able to hand over to Colin at Community Care 

for Seniors 85 placemats for distribution to those seniors who are part of the Meals on Wheels programme in The County. 

Thank you to everyone who participated in blessing the seniors with beautiful placemats they can enjoy throughout the year. 

We received such a beautiful and diverse variety of placemats and are truly grateful for your contributions! 

from - The Comfort Quilt Committee 
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INTERNET COMMUNICATIONS 
 
The Guild has a varied presence on the web. 
- The Guild website https://pecqguild.weebly.com/ presents information for members 
and those seeking information about us 
- The Guild Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/PECQuiltGuild @PECQuiltGuild 
announces events such as Guild meetings, Sewing with your Friends, and Comfort 
Quilt work days 
- The Guild online store https://prince-edward-county-quilters-guild.square.site/  sells 
tickets to lectures and workshops 
- The QuiltsInTheCounty Instagram feed and Facebook page 
@quiltsinthecounty  https://www.instagram.com/quiltsinthecounty/?hl=en  were started 
to build a following among people interested in Prince Edward County and/or quilts so 
that we would have an audience to which to promote our quilt show. A typical post fea-
tures an outdoor picture of a quilt in a county landscape. Now that we have a following, 
we are using the platform to promote ticket sales for our lectures and workshops. 
 
We also use our internet presence to cooperate with other guilds in cross-promoting 
events. 
 
Please help us by sending outdoor pics of your quilts to Barbara 
at pecqguild.webmaster@gmail.com.  
 
Snow and quilts look great together!! 
 
Submitted by Barbara Jordan 

https://pecqguild.weebly.com/
https://www.facebook.com/PECQuiltGuild
https://prince-edward-county-quilters-guild.square.site/
https://www.instagram.com/quiltsinthecounty/?hl=en
mailto:pecqguild.webmaster@gmail.com
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VIRTUAL SEWING WITH YOUR FRIENDS  

SWYF is still going strong and easier than ever to join. We meet every second Mon-

day ONLINE. Colleen Young, who chairs the committee has handed over the com-

puter screen to Bill Stearman who kindly offered to host meet-ups through his 

ZOOM account. Virtual SWYF, will continue every two weeks, right through until 

June. We will continue to send out a reminder and the Zoom link prior to each 

gathering. There is no waiting room, so you can come and go as you please, but you 

must have the Zoom link to get in.  Come and sew for the day. Come and go as you 

please. Drop in to say ‘Hi’. There is always lots of good chat and catching up, lots of 

ideas shared, lots of projects discussed and admired, lots of ‘human’ contact, and 

lots of laugher. You can learn new techniques and solve problems by asking your 

friends. You can log in from anywhere as long as you have internet access, so you 

can stay in touch with sewing friends, even while you are in the sunny south! What-

ever it's doing outside, it's always perfect weather to hang out with friends in your 

sewing room!  Anyone wanting assistance with logging on can email Bill 

(b.stearman@hotmail.com) ... or call or text 613-848-1253. Next SWYF date is: 

Monday March 21st, 10am to 4pm. Come join your friends! See you in your sewing 

room soon! 

Colleen and Bill 

 

QUILT SHOW COMMITTEE UPDATE - REMINDER 

The Quilt Show Committee decided to formalize the 

results of the online survey of Guild members in Sep-

tember. A vote was held, and the motion to resched-

ule the 2022 Quilt Show to 2023 was overwhelmingly 

accepted. 

 

The new dates are Thursday and Friday July 6-7 2023 

for setting up, Saturday and Sunday July 8-9, 2023 for 

the show. 

 

As you continue to complete your quilts that you 

would like to display or enter into the show, please fill 

out the online quilt show submission form while the 

details are fresh in your mind. Another year from now 

your memory might get a little hazy! 

  

We will keep you posted with all future updates as 

they happen!  

  

Your Quilt Show Co-Chairs: Deelia Johnson Evans and 

Janet Reader Day 

Don't forget to check for regular updates on our FACEBOOK page  

PROGRAM LINE UP FOR SPRING 2022 

• March - March 2022 - Carole Lyles Shaw 

What is a Modern Quilt? The Myths and the Magic! 

• April 2022 - Janet Barker 

Confessions of a Hex Addict 

• May 2022 - Krista Moser 

Diamonds are a Quilter's Best Friend 

• June 2022 - In person meeting - probably out-

doors! Let’s Celebrate! 
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CQA MEMBER GUILD CHALLENGE  

Entries to be judged during the April 2022 Meeting. Deadline to 

send a photo to Robyn is April 1st. 

The theme for the CQA member Guild challenge is 'Reaffirm'. 

At the April meeting, we will be choosing our entry to go 

to  Quilt Canada 2022. The provincial colours are those that 

evoke Ontario to you. 

 

For details, see https://canadianquilter.com/wp-content/

uploads/2021/07/Reaffirm_Challenge_dr2.pdf 

CHALLENGE YOURSELF 

Our second challenge this year is a personal challenge. 

To participate in this challenge, you are asked to choose a 

quilting technique that you have been 'avoiding like the 

plague' LOL! Take a technique that you have avoided try-

ing for whatever reason and come up with a finished item 

using that technique. It can be a cushion, table runner, 

wall hanging or a bed quilt for example. Some techniques 

that I have thought of are:  

curved piecing, stack and whack, scalloped or curved 

edge binding, yoyos, applique , cathedral windows, hand 

quilting, thread embellishment, paper piecing ,portrait 

quilts, traputo, collage quilts! 

This is not an exhaustive list, merely suggestions. You 

know what you have not wanted to do so CHALLENGE 

YOURSELF! 

 This challenge will be due at our May 11 meeting. Please 

submit a photo of your challenge piece and accompanying 

short paragraph describing why you chose that technique 

and your learning journey 

to robynheather@hotmail.com by May 1 so that we can 

have the files uploaded ready for the meeting. 

 Have fun and enjoy the journey. 

Submitted by Robyn Hardman 

Marianne Sanders– February Show & Share 

Christine Hays– Show and Share 
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RAFFLE COMMITTEE HAS BEEN BUSY! 

The Raffle Quilt Committee has come a long way since the inception of 

the committee.  For those of you who do not know, here are the com-

mittee members:  Christine Hays (Chair), Janet Reader Day, Deelia     

Johnson, Rosanna Worden Hawker, Maggie Goode, Nancy Westervelt,       

Barbara Jordan, Jane Perry. 

We looked at many styles and decided to go a bit modern.  Janet found 

the pattern we chose on Pinterest, Pinwheel Galaxy - 104” x 104".  She 

researched the origin and communicated with the maker, Maxie Ramey, 

to get permission to copy the quilt.  Maxie Ramey generously agreed and 

even sent some sample patterns of her blocks.   

There are 12 stars on the original pattern and we added 2 more to our 

pattern.  We also switched the look of some stars.  There are 8 com-

mittee members, each person would make one star.  That meant we 

needed to ask 6 members to make one star each.  The members who 

volunteered are: Anne House, Geraldine Rorabeck, Nancy Hicks, Patricia 

Fullerton, Betty Beaumont, Colleen Kelly. 

Barbara had the Kona Fabric and put the packages together for each 

star.  Deelia coordinated the colours for the stars. 

Our next step will be arranging the pattern of the stars for the quilt top, it 

will look different from the attached picture. 

The work continues! 

Submitted by Christine Hays 

Postcards by Betty Beaumont-Show and Share 
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January 2022 - Gloria Loughman of Australia 

Gloria's topic was Journeys. We joined in and were entertained listening to a humorous account of the many challenges that 

Gloria has encountered travelling the world, teaching classes. We heard about her inspiration and the techniques she uses 

to create her large landscape quilts and designs based on architecture. The presentation contained lots of images and close 

ups of quilts that have won awards around the world. 

Sign Up Now- 

Gloria Loughman will be teaching her 6-hour workshop 'Light Up Your Landscape' in two sessions on May 1 and May 8. 

There is much more information and details for signing up on our web site, pecqguild.weebly.com/2021-2022-programs and 

workshops. 

In December 2021 via Zoom - Sheila Frampton 

Cooper. When award-winning artist Sheila 

Frampton Cooper creates, she revels in the 

spontaneous. Her free-form process with its 

surprising twists and turns inevitably delivers 

her to a place of unfiltered originality where 

her bold work unapologetically commands 

attention.  

Sheila Frampton Cooper taught her 6-hour 

Improv Blocks Workshop in two sessions on 

February 5 and February 26. Stay tuned to see 

the results of this workshop. The sneak pre-

views were impressive!  

Bright and Beautiful 

Future Workshops will be posted on our web site, they fill up quickly so reserve your spot soon! 
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SHOW AND SHARE – ON OUR WEB-SITE 

Did you know we've got a Show & Share page on our website? We do (thanks Barbara Jordan for 

managing that!) and we're excited to show our latest projects! Go to the site to see more of our 

Show & Share and please submit your latest projects so we can all see each others' work. Let's 

keep that loop of inspiration and creativity going around! There is a random sample of recent Show 

& Share in this newsletter edition. 

BLOCK OF THE MONTH 

Hi Quilter ! 

This message is coming to you from the Block of the Month com-

mittee. Although the new committee has not been active very long, I 

hope that we will be able to provide lots of fun, some learning, and 

lots of blocks for the Comfort Quilts Committee.  

During the coming year I want to provide a variety of blocks that are 

easy, interesting, instructive, and in some instances a test of your 

skills. (I know that the block for February tested my skills. Oh, so 

many seams to match.) 

I have many, many quilting magazines and books so if there is a par-

ticular block or skill you would like featured, just let me know and I 

will try to find a pattern. If you have a favorite block (or quilt), send 

the pattern along and I will try to feature it one month. 

As always, I welcome any suggestions or ideas you have. Just send me 

an email: traversehouse@yahoo.com. 

Happy quilting. 

Submitted by: Colette Lancaster 

February 2022 - Sharon Blackmore—Express Yourself - 

the Trunk Show 

Sharon Blackmore is a Professional Long Arm Quilter, 

Gammill Quilt Artist, Published Author, Designer & 

Educator. She has been quilting for almost 24 years 

now; teaching piecing and longarm quilting at work-

shops & shows all over Canada, Internationally and 

online. Sharon presented her essential elements of 

show stopping quilts, and how to infuse these key 

ingredients into your own quilting, in any style! This 

educational style trunk show has armed you with the 

three secrets to creating successful dynamic quilts, 

allowing your quilts be a true reflection of who you 

are.  
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2021-22 GUILD EXECUTIVE OFFICERS 

President …………….Deelia Johnson 

Vice President ……….Christine Hays 

Past President ……….Janet Reader Day 

Treasurer……………...Maggie Goode 

Secretary……………..Sarah Roberts 

2021-22 STANDING COMMITTEES 

Block-of-the Month…Colette Lancaster 
Challenges…………Robyn Hardman (Chair), Barbara Jordan, 
Lee Waterhouse 

Comfort Quilts……..Hanne-Lise Simoes (Chair), Brogan 
Courtney (Co-chair), Colleen Kelly, Betty Beaumont 
Goodwill .......................Patricia Fullerton 

Hospitality ………….Nancy Westervelt (Chair), Carol Hobbs 
Internet Communication & Publicity ………….Barbara Jordan 
Library……………....Kathie Oliver (Chair), Audrey Tomick (Co-
chair), Sandy Jeapes, Colleen Young 
Membership…………Nancy Westervelt (Chair), Carol Hobbs 
Newsletter…………...Lisa Castonguay 
Programs…….. Barbara Jordan (Chair), Janet Reader Day, 
Frauke Lentsch, Deelia Johnson 
Workshops............. Barbara Jordan (Chair), Frauke Lentsch, 
Deelia Johnson 
Sewing with Your Friends ...... Colleen Young (hosted by 
Zoom with Bill Stearman) 
Quilt Show Co-Chairs …….. Janet Reader-Day and Deelia 
Johnson  

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES DIRECTING OUR GUILD 

 

• To enhance the knowledge of quilting within the group 

and the community. 

• To preserve quilting as an art form. 

• To establish, maintain and upgrade quilting standards. 

• To encourage an exchange of ideas and methods. 

• To participate in community projects. 

• To research and preserve the history of quilting in Prince 

Edward County and surrounding area.  

LIBRARY  

Audrey Tomick and I haven’t had much to do after taking over as 

co-heads of the Library Committee as the books are all at the 

Masonic Hall.  We will be getting together with Sandy Jeapes

(former Library head) to ‘learn the ropes’ when it looks like we 

can get together again in person. Robyn Hardman has donated 

some excellent books and patterns to add to our collection 

which will be enjoyed by us all…..let’s hope sooner rather than 

later!  

Kathie Oliver 

Library Committee 

BITS AND PIECES  

Please check frequently for new information and pictures on 

our web-site, additional information for upcoming work-

shops and programs is posted regularly. 

Remember to support our local quilt shops and fabric stores, 

we need them and they need us! Buy Local! 

A big thank you to everyone who sent in articles and pictures 

for this edition of the newsletter. I tried to include as many 

as space allowed, if I missed an item please let me know. 

Suggestions and articles for the next newsletter can be sent 

to Lisa Castonguay, edgewaterquilts@gmail.com. Thank you! 

Stay safe and keep on quilting! 

Lisa 

Bookshelves by Sarah Roberts 


